Collective adaptation: the exchange of coding segments.
Coding segments are those subsegments of the chromosome that contribute positively to the fitness evaluation of the chromosome. Clique detection is a NP-complete problem in which we can detect such coding segments. We extract coding segments from chromosomes, and we investigate the duplication of coding segments inside the chromosome and the collection of coding segments outside of the chromosome. We find that duplication of coding segments inside the chromosomes provides a back-up mechanism for the search heuristics. We further find local search in a collective memory of coding segments outside of the chromosome, collective adaptation, enables the search heuristic to represent partial solutions that are larger than realistic chromosomes lengths and to express the solution outside of the chromosome.